Appendix B


Documentation of Adverse Effects

on Educational Performance

for Students with Speech/language impairments
IDEA requires that the EC in making the determination of a speech-language impairment consider how the disability affects the progress and involvement of the student in the general curriculum.  The EC must consider each student individually to determine how the student’s disability adversely affects educational performance. 

Documentation of adverse effects on educational performance can be gathered from a thorough assessment of communication skills. The assessment must include student, parent, and teacher input.

Information must be recorded by the speech-language pathologist (SLP) on the Eligibility Report form.

An assessment of a student’s ability to communicate, rather than isolated skill assessment, will provide information on how the impairment affects the student. The following examples may be considered when determining how the student’s ability to communicate may adversely impact educational performance:

1. Sound errors, voice quality, or fluency disorders inhibit the student from reading orally in class, speaking in front of the class, or being understood by teachers, peers, or family members.

2. Sound errors, voice quality, or fluency disorders embarrass the student. Peer relationships suffer as a result, or peers may make fun of the student.

3. Sound errors cause the student to make phonetic errors in spelling or have difficulty in phonics.

4. Grammatical errors create problems with a student’s orientation in time.

5. Morphological errors inhibit the student from using or making complete sentences.

6. Semantic problems slow the student’s ability to follow directions, give directions, make wants and needs known, make oneself understood, relate information to others, or fully participate in daily living.
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